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A number of major developments 
and expansions to existing real estate 
endeavors have caught the attention of 
Cashiers residents this year, prompting 
varying levels of support for growth in 
and around the center of the community.

High Hampton
In June of 2019, Blackberry Farm 

announced they would take over man-
agement of operations at the historic 
High Hampton Inn, an institution in the 
Cashiers hospitality industry. The group 
later announced a partnership with 
Daniel Communities aiming to further 
develop the golf course and surrounding 
neighborhood.

“The team behind Blackberry Farm, 
along with guidance from the Beall 
Family and Sandy Beall, will oversee 

the revitalization of the inn, cottages 
and restaurants within the inn, while 
Arlington Family Offices and Daniel 
Communities, Blackberry’s partners in 
the overall property project, will focus 
on the redevelopment of the golf course 
and development of new club amenities 
and private residential offerings,” a rep-
resentative from Blackberry Farm said in 
the Aug. 5 edition of the Chronicle.

Even before the partnership was an-
nounced, however, neighboring prop-
erty owners had begun raising concerns 
about sedimentation and erosion in 
Fowler Creek, a headwater stream for 
the Chattooga River. In late May, agents 
from the North Carolina Division of 
Water Resources conducted a site in-
spection and found multiple violations 
of state erosion control standards.

The violations kicked off months 

Remembering Eldon Jamison’s 
life of service to Cashiers

BY CARTER GIEGERICH
Staff

In a year marked by untold tragedy and 
hardships, the Cashiers community lost a 
brightly shining light in the tragic death of 
longtime Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad 
member Eldon Jamison.

Jamison died on May 5 during a search 
and rescue operation at a familiar hiking and 
sightseeing location near Cashiers.

On May 4, a hiker fell from a point above 
Whitewater Falls while hiking the Foothills 
Trail. The rescue squad responded to the 
incident ahead of an impending storm, at-
tempting to locate the individual before tor-
rential rainfall made the falls too dangerous 
to navigate.

Rescues taking place at Whitewater Falls 
can be quite dangerous regardless of the 
weather, GCRS spokesperson Nat Turner 
said in the aftermath of the rescue operation.

2020: The 
year in review

2020 has been a year marked by hardships for many, whether they were 
personal, professional, physical, emotional or financial. A worldwide 
pandemic led to thousands of deaths across the country, overwhelmed 
healthcare services and caused unknowable difficulties for many.

And yet, despite this adversity, the world kept spinning and people 
figured out how to adapt. Technology provided people with new ways 
to connect, and innovation leapt forth to address the hurdles put in 
place by the pandemic. Slowly but surely, we began returning to life as 
we knew it. And, while the pandemic continues to rage around us and 
all across the country, there is hope on the horizon in the form of new 
medical treatments and promising vaccines now being rolled out to 
high-risk individuals right here on the plateau.

While 2020 is a year that many would like to forget, take a moment to 
reflect on the year that was here in Cashiers with the top five news stories 
to appear in the Crossroads Chronicle’s pages in the past 12 months.

Rescue squad 
building spurs 
legal troubles

BY CARTER GIEGERICH
Staff

2020 was a year of unique challenges 
for local emergency responders and the 
Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad in par-
ticular.

What began as a dispute over a contract 
awarded during the early phases of con-
struction for a new GCRS headquarters 
devolved into a prolonged legal battle be-
tween the squad and its former director, 
Brandy Sullivan, and ultimately led to 
felony fraud charges brought against him.

Sullivan’s company, Sullivan Custom 
Homes, completed more than $90,000 
in grading work at the proposed site of a 
new headquarters building for the squad 
in early 2018. The company was still 

Historic 
elections 
shape WNC

BY CARTER GIEGERICH
Staff

The 2020 general elections saw political 
realignment up and down the ballot.

The showdown between President 
Donald Trump and Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden dominated national coverage 
for months leading up to Election Day, but 
there was no shortage of political intrigue to 
be found elsewhere this November ranging 
from hard-fought battles for congressional 
seats down to a nail-biting finish for one 
of Jackson County’s local elected officials.

Mark Jones, the Democrat who now 
represents Cashiers and District 4 on the 
Jackson County Board of Commissioners, 

New developments bring 
hope, but also controversy

See ELECTIONS page 7ASee SQUAD page 8A

Eldon JamisonSee JAMISON page 7A

COVID-19 pandemic tears through communities big and small

See DEVELOPMENT page 8A

BY CARTER GIEGERICH
Staff

No discussion of the year 2020 could 
hope to be complete without a look at the 
COVID-19 pandemic and how it has im-
pacted the Cashiers community over the 
past nine months.

Initial cases of the virus in the United 
States were reported as early as February 
in some states, but Jackson County did 
not have its first confirmed exposure un-
til April 12, when two residents tested 
positive. By that point, extensive lock-
down protocols had already been en-
acted, shutting down in-person learning 
in schools and introducing the phrase 
“essential business” into the accepted 
vernacular.

The federal government began issu-
ing relief checks to individuals in mid-
April, providing some level of financial 
assistance to individuals affected by the 

pandemic as more extensive business as-
sistance continued to roll out in the fol-
lowing months.

The first death in Jackson County re-
lated to the virus was reported on May 
4, just four days before the strictest lock-
down regulations were relaxed and non-
essential businesses were allowed to re-
open at 50 percent capacity.

The summer saw a lull here in Jackson 
County, as well as throughout the na-
tion, as businesses began to learn how 
to operate in a safe, socially distant way 
and outdoor opportunities for socializa-
tion mitigated some of the risk posed by 
gathering with others. The worst days for 
confirmed positive test results in Jackson 
County hovered between 25-30 cases 
through the warmer months.

The arrival of colder weather brought 

See COVID page 10A
Chronicle file photo

Students at the Highlands School line up for free COVID-19 testing provided in October.
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more valuable than money, something that money 
could never buy.”

“But for Dad, it was never about the money. What 
mattered was that every December, he could literally 
dress up and step out into the world again as the proud 
father of Rudolph. Rudolph’s success never turned his 
head. He was and remained a humble man to the very 
end. I think he saw Rudolph as a blessing, rather than 
as something he could take full credit for.” 

Note: Chris tells his dad’s story in more detail on a 
new podcast available at irregularpeople.show and the 
complete original manuscript can be read at https://n.
pr/2WW4pYN.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,” 
Sunday 3:30 p.m. and Tuesday at 5 p.m. on UNC-TV. 
The program also airs on the North Carolina Channel 
Tuesday at 8 p.m. and other times.

MARTIN
Continued from page 4A

The Highlands Cashiers Health 
Foundation is sponsoring local 
COVID-19 testing initiatives on 
the plateau Jan. 4 and Jan. 11.  The 
format will be drive-through at the 
Village Green in Cashiers from 
11 a.m-1 p.m. and the Highlands 
Recreation Center from 2:30 p.m.-
4:30 p.m. To ensure adequate testing 
supplies on the day of, participants 
are encouraged to notify Mountain 
Park Urgent Care of their interest to 
particpate at info@mtnparkuc.com. 

“This post-holiday timeframe is 
a critical time to be tested because 
CDC and science tells us posi-
tive cases will likely increase after 
travel and gatherings with family 
and friends,” said Dr. Richard Ellin, 
Foundation board member and 
leader of the HCHF testing project. 
“Identifying people with the virus 
helps to avoid a sudden spike, slow 
the rate of new infections, lower 
the overall number of cases, ease 
the pressure on health services, 
keep our schools open, workforce 
employed and community activity 
flowing.”

Participants will be asked to 
present a photo ID and insurance 
information on site. Uninsured par-
ticipants are eligible to participate 
without cost, however a photo ID is 
required.  Confidential results will 
be provided directly to participants 
by phone. 

The tests will be administered by 
Mountain Park Urgent Care based in 
Sylva, in full compliance with CDC, 
FDA and NCDHHS guidelines. The 
County Health Departments are 
provided COVID-19 test reports as 
required by NCDHHS.   

Please note a COVID-19 test is a 
one-time indicator. Frequent hand 
washing, covering your face and 
social distancing at least six feet 
apart are also important to protect 
yourself and others and to slow the 
spread of COVID-19.  For questions 
and further information please call 

the Foundation office at 828-482-
6510.

About Highlands Cashiers 
Health Foundation

The Highlands Cashiers Health 
Foundation was established on 
February 1, 2019 as a 501 (c) 3 pub-
lic charity with a purpose to im-
prove the health and wellbeing of 
Highlands, Cashiers, and surround-
ing communities. As the Highlands-
Cashiers Hospital successor founda-
tion we are committed to continuing 
a several-decade legacy of generos-
ity and vision to ensure vibrant and 
healthy living for our year-round, 
seasonal and visiting families and 

individuals. Through partnerships 
with organizations, key stakeholders 
and caring donors, the Foundation 
aims to make positive and lasting 
change through investing in projects 
and programs that advance innova-
tive solutions and improvements in 
peoples’ health and wellbeing. The 
Foundation also includes collab-
orative partnerships that serve the 
health and wellbeing of all people 
in western North Carolina, with 
particular emphasis on Macon, 
Jackson, Swain, Graham, Clay 
and Cherokee Counties. For more 
information, please visit the web-
site: www.hchealthfnd.org or call 
828-482-6510.

More free COVID-19 testing 
events scheduled for January

Submitted photo

Healthcare workers fully covered in PPE perform drive-through testing at a past event 
sponsored by HCHF. The next free testing events sponsored by the foundation will take 
place on Jan. 4 and 11.

To allow all em-
ployees an opportu-
nity to get tested for 
COVID-19 after the win-
ter break, Southwestern 
Community College will 
be open and operating 
virtually on Monday, 
Jan. 4.

Prospective and re-
turning students can 
still contact Enrollment 
Services to register for 
spring classes by visiting 
www.SouthwesternCC.
edu/register-online or 
writing m_ellison@
southwesterncc.edu. 

College locations will 
reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 
5. Spring classes start 
Jan. 11.

“Our students have al-
ways been our top prior-
ity at Southwestern, and 
we have an obligation to 
keep them - and all of our 
employees - safe,” said 
Dr. Don Tomas, SCC 
president. “Right now, 
that means making every 

effort to keep COVID-19 
off our campus. By ask-
ing all of our employees 
to get tested before re-
turning to campus from 
the holiday break, we 
can get the spring semes-
ter off to a safe and strong 
start.”

From the moment the 
pandemic began, SCC 
has followed the guid-
ance of the Centers for 
Disease Control, N.C. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
and the Jackson County 
Health Department. 

The vast majority of 
spring classes will be of-
fered entirely online, and 
all classes will have some 
online component. The 
few classes that meet in 
person require students 
to follow strict college 
protocols including so-
cial distancing, wearing 
face coverings and wash-
ing hands frequently.

SCC to re-open 
virtually on Jan. 4

https://www.southwesternec.edu/
https://www.hchealthfnd.org/
https://www.irregularpeople.show/
mailto:info@mtnparkuc.com


 

with it a greater risk of 
community spread, how-
ever, as people began 
to congregate indoors 
and the virus was able to 
spread more easily. The 
term “pandemic fatigue” 
arose in the fall as well, de-
scribing the feeling many 
people had developed over 
months of semi-isolated 
living with no clear end in 
sight. Cases saw spikes in 
the upper 30s in mid-Oc-
tober, followed by another 
lull before massive spikes 
were detected after the 
Thanksgiving holidays.

In the past month, 
cases have gone up at an 
unprecedented rate in 
Jackson County – on three 
separate days in the past 
four weeks, the Jackson 
County Department of 
Public Health has re-
ported 90 or more positive 
cases. To date, the virus 
has claimed the lives of 17 
people in Jackson County 
and 2,079 positive cases 
have been confirmed by 
the health department.

Learning during 
a pandemic

The virus has left 
no one unaffected, but 
there have been few en-
tities more impacted by 
the logistical challenges 
COVID-19 introduces 
than public schools.

Following spring break 
in March 2020, pub-
lic schools in Jackson 
County announced stu-
dents would stay home for 
an additional two weeks 
as reports of confirmed 
cases drew nearer and 
nearer to the region. Blue 
Ridge School and Early 
College and Summit 
Charter School both 
switched their students 
over to an online remote 
learning system in a mat-
ter of days.

“It was an enormous 
amount of work behind 
the scenes, from curricu-
lum, to technology, to 
figuring out how to feed 
kids,” Jackson County 
Public Schools Chief 
Information Officer David 
Proffitt said in the April 8 
edition of the Crossroads 
Chronicle. “Over the past 
two or three weeks there’s 

just been an enormous 
amount of behind the 
scenes work.”

By April 1, both schools 
had announced closures 
through at least mid-May. 
By late April, it was clear 
there would be no more 
in-person learning for the 
2019-20 school year.

Students’ grades were 
modified to address the 
nontraditional schedule 
for the year, with elemen-
tary and middle school-
ers’ grades switched to 
either year-end feedback 
or a “pass/withdraw” op-
tion. Students in grades 
9-11 were given the 
choice of receiving tradi-
tional grades or a “pass/no 
credit” option.

While remote learning 
programs survived their 
initial test in the spring, 
laying the groundwork for 
online education in the fall 
if necessary, Proffit said 
in the April 8 edition there 
were many springtime ac-
tivities that students would 
miss out on this year. The 
schools also provide many 
services beyond just class-
room instruction that were 
abruptly changed due to 
the closures.

“If you’re a senior and 
you’re looking forward 
to prom, to homecom-
ing, to spring sports, and 
suddenly some of those 
things are being taken 
away from you, just from 
an experience standpoint 
those students are los-
ing something,” he said. 
“If you’re a student that’s 
hard to reach, for a lot of 
those kids school is their 
safe place. So how can it 
not have a negative effect 
there?”

The summer was spent 
formulating plans for the 
beginning of classes in the 
fall, with guidance from 
Governor Roy Cooper 
coming in August about 
what sorts of in-person 
learning could take place 
safely. Capacity restric-
tions were put in place 
which led BREC to adopt 
a rotating, hybrid model 
of in-person and remote 
learning. Summit Charter 
School was able to spread 
students out sufficiently to 
begin the 2020-21 school 
year entirely in-person un-
der state regulations.

On Sept. 30, elemen-
tary school students were 

allowed to return to nor-
mal classes four days a 
week at BRS and, start-
ing in mid-October, in-
person classes resumed 
as normal. The schools’ 
safety protocols appear 
to be effective so far, as 
Blue Ridge has reported 
no confirmed cases and 
Summit has only had two 
confirmed cases in the 
student body, prompting 
a temporary switch to re-
mote learning for certain 
grades during the week 
of Oct. 7. The confirmed 
cases did not lead to any 
reported community 
spread, and the school has 
avoided any further cases 
thus far.

Community 
support

A comprehensive list 
of the community orga-
nizations involved in sup-
porting those struggling 
during the pandemic 
would be impossible to 
collect – there has been a 
continuous outpouring of 
resources from nonprof-
its, private businesses, 
healthcare groups and 
more since the first lock-
downs began.

The first community-
organized response to 
the pandemic occurred 
shortly after schools were 
initially closed down in 
March. Local businesses 
partnered with the Boys 
and Girls Club of the 
Plateau and Fishes and 
Loaves Food Pantry to 
provide meals to students 
who would normally re-
ceive breakfast and lunch 
through their schools.

That program was ab-
sorbed by the school sys-
tem in time, but Fishes 
and Loaves remained 
busy, holding food drives 

and distributions regu-

larly to help support the 

nutritional needs of the 

community. The Boys and 

Girls Club also provided 

modified services to par-

ticipants in an effort to 

pick up some of the slack 

left by the lockdowns.

T he  H ig h la nd s -

C a s h i e r s  H e a l t h 

Foundation has stepped 

in to address multiple 

critical needs in the com-

munity, focusing their 

yearly funding efforts on 

COVID-19-related relief 

and introducing a number 

of public health-oriented 

projects in the months 

since the pandemic began.

In addition to their 

usual funding efforts, the 

foundation has provided 

funding for many free test-

ing events both through 

Highlands-Cashiers hos-

pital and through their 

ongoing support of the 

Vecinos Farmworker 

Health Program. HCHF 

also provided hand sani-

tizer stations to local busi-

nesses as they began to re-

open, financed testing for 

students in local schools, 

and provided funding to 

many other organizations 

for special projects relat-

ing to COVID-19 relief.

Other people and agen-

cies across the plateau have 

stepped up to assist the 

nonprofits and healthcare 

organizations in the com-

munity as well, including 

multiple donor-advised 

funds from local clubs 

and private donations 

from individuals. Vision 

Cashiers has continued to 

help organize and fund a 

variety of relief programs 

and improvements during 

the pandemic, along with 

so many others. In a year 

in which residents have 

been urged to stay apart, 

the community has none-

theless come together in 

more ways than could be 

described here. 

“In just one week, 

we’ve already received 

funding commitments 

that should get us into 

May,” Vision Cashiers 

President Irv Welling said 

in the April 15 edition of 

the Chronicle, referenc-

ing the food distribution 

program organized then 

in collaboration with the 

Boys and Girls Club. “It’s 

been truly inspiring to see 

the caring and generosity 

in this community to help 

those who are struggling 

as a result of economic 

challenges associated 

with COVID-19.”
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Chronicle file photo

Staff at the Ugly Dog Pub in Cashiers posed with the newly installed hand sanitizer station provided 
by the Highlands Cashiers Health Foundation in the June 10 edition of the Chronicle. 

The Jackson County Department of Public Health, in 
partnership with the Jackson County GIS Department, 
has maintained the Jackson County COVID-19 Data 
Dashboard since June 22, 2020. This local dashboard, 
updated each weekday, showed an analysis of labora-
tory confirmed cases of COVID-19 by demographic, 
COVID-19 deaths, and total COVID-19 tests reported 
to JCDPH. The dashboard was developed as access to 
local data wasn’t easily accessible, robust, or thorough 
at that time.

Over the past six months, access to robust and thor-
ough local data has increased through JCDPH’s partners 
at the North Carolina Division of Health and Human 
Services. The COVID-19 North Carolina Dashboard 
shows an analysis, by county, of total laboratory con-
firmed cases by demographics and COVID-19 deaths. 
Additional information is also available on testing, hos-
pitalizations, hospitalization demographics, PPE and 
more.

Case investigation, case management, contact trac-
ing, and vaccine administration has reduced the capac-
ity of JCDPH staff to support the Jackson County, NC 
COVID-19 Data Dashboard. To streamline services and 
focus efforts on what is most important, JCDPH has 
stopped maintaining the Jackson County COVID-19 
Data Dashboard and transitioned solely to supporting 
the COVID-19 North Carolina Data Dashboard. This 
transition took effect on December 24.

To access the COVID-19 North Carolina Data 
Dashboard, visit https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard. 
This Dashboard is updated daily by noon.

For information about COVID-19, look to reliable 
sources like JCDPH, NCDHHS and the CDC. Visit 
JCDPH’s website at http://health.jacksonnc.org/covid19. 
For COVID-19 questions, call the Jackson County 
Emergency Operations Center  at 828-631-HELP.

Health department 
transitions to state 
data dashboard

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
http://health.jacksonnc.org/covid19
a.mitchell-lanning
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